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C/2017 T2 PanSTARRs Encounter with the Double Cluster  

Joe Ziha ï Animas NM  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/16 0242920@N04/49469812671  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/160242920@N04/49469812671
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Febr uary Calendar  

Social 

February 6 - Beginner Meeting 6:00-8:30 @ Weldon Springs Interpretive Center, 7295 HWY 94 

South, St. Charles, MO  63304 

February 8  ς 6-8pm Monthly meeting @ Weldon Springs Interpretive Center, 7295 HWY 94 

South, St. Charles, MO  63304.  The January chili cook-off is on!  Bring your best (again for some 

of us) and dessert  

February 18 ς 7-9pm DigitalSIG Astrophoto group meeting Weldon Spring Interpretive Center, 

7295 Highway 94 South, St. Charles, MO 63304. This monthΩs topic is Automating Your Imaging. 

February 26- DIY-ATM group meeting Weldon Spring Interpretive Center, 7295 Highway 94 

South, St. Charles, MO 63304.    

February  7,14,21,28 - 7 pm start times Broemmelsiek Park Public viewing, 1593 Schwede Road, 

Defiance, MO 63341, weather permitting. 
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Contributors To The Febr uary  Newsletter  

Dan Crowson  ï Associate Editor  

Jim Twellman  

Chuck Simms  

Gregg Ruppel  

Bill Neubert  

Joe Ziha  

A newsletter is only as interesting as the material sent in by contributors.   

Would you like earn the eternal gratitude of your fellow club members and intergalactic 

recognition in our newsletter? Send a note to your friendly editor on any astronomy related 

subject at newsletter@asemonline.org  Iôll get it posted in the monthly newsletter. 

 

Your editor at large (not large editor), 

Jim Curry 
 

 

 

 

  

mailto:newsletter@asemonline.org
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Notes From Our Executive Director  

By Jim Twellman  

 

GREETINGS ! 

I'd like to start off with an apology.  No one is great at figuring the weather, but in retrospect I'm not 

happy with myself for not calling off the January ASEM meeting earlier and I regret the trouble caused 

for those who braved the storm and had to turn around.  The 1/2" of snow turned out to be around 2.5" 

in the Wentzville to Lambert corridor.   Our chili-cookoff will now slide from January to February for the 

3rd year in a row. 

Update on the 32": 

Thanks first to some great volunteers (Jim Roe, Chuck Simms, Karey Todd, Don Ladwig, Ed and Amy 

White, Jeff Bernth and Steve Boerner) who gave up a chunk of their weekend to move the scope from 

Bourbon MO to Broemmelsiek in less than friendly weather.  The scope is now "home" but we still have 

quite a bit of work to do.  Ed and JR have been working on some slight fixes to the design fit, we still 

need to have a shroud made, finder scope(s) to attach, mount the mirror, collimate the optics, etc.  We 

have a new pallet jack to move it, and a new rolling ladder to use with it. 
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We are still developing additional security measures and are also developing procedures for both us 

(moving the scope in and out safely) and for the public (ladder safety mostly - rules for minimum height 

and age as well as heart conditions, etc. - - not unlike at an amusement park). 

We expect to roll it out either late February or early March at this point.  We will coordinate with St 

Charles County Parks (thru Nancy Gomer) to announce a public "First Light" party as soon as we can 

figure out with more certainty when that might happen.  I expect we will know once we get the beast 

collimated, and not before.  Nancy let me know it when the Facebook video of the arrival had 1000 

hits!  Last I checked it is now over 4000 views, including a comment from the scope's first owner Al 

Kelly.  People are excited! 

The 2020 ASEM calendars were a sell-out in December.  I managed to find one of the two bad 

calendars.  If you received the other bad one (and perhaps no one did) please let me know, I've held 

back a copy for its' replacement.   

Lastly, STEM season is now underway.  By the time of this newsletter distribution ASEM will have 

completed its' first one of the year.  I think we are better equipped for these now than we ever have 

been before, thanks to some great regular volunteers for them.  We love to give the students an outside 

view when we can, but we have indoor activities for them as well.  We usually do 4-6 of these per year, 

mostly for the Wentzville School District and Ft Zumwalt. 

Clear skies! 

 Jim Twellman 

Executive Director 

Alliance for Astronomy (dba Astronomical Society of Eastern MO) 
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Broem melsiek , Danville  (and other) Report s!  

Submitted by our Star Party Animal  

Too cloudy/cold all month!  
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2019  ASEM Beginner Meetings  

 

Alfred Schovanez is the mentor for the ASEM Beginner Meetings. These are scheduled for the first 

Thursday evening of every month in the meeting room of the Weldon Spring Center. 

 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ aŀƴȅ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǇǊƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

always more to learn. There is always time to address issues and questions. 
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Member Recognitions  

 

  

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________  
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ASEM ATM -DIY Special Interest Group  

January 20 20  Meeting  

 

The Ja nuary meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather.  
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Digital SIG  Meeting Notes  

By Dan Crowson  

 

 

 

 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ bŜǳōŜǊǘ ƻƴ aƻǎŀƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳŜǘ {ǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

PixInsight. You can find the slides for his presentations following this page. 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ муth. Steve Boerner will give a presentation on Automating Your 

Imaging.  

If you have something you would like to present or something you would like to know about, please 

send me an email (dcrowson at crowson dot com). Topics suggested for the future include Variable 

{ǘŀǊǎΣ /ŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ  

The latest Digital SIG news can always be found in the ASEM Digital SIG group here - 

https://groups.io/g/ASEMDigitalSIG. Discussions in the last month have been on images, what 

science can be done, new equipment and various other things.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://groups.io/g/ASEMDigitalSIG
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